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information was sought about the operating characteristics of retailers and wholesalers. 
Detailed results may be obtained from the census reports.* In the 1963-64 Year Book 
(pp. 847-848) summary data were given for retail trade and in the 1965 Year Book (pp. 
853-858) for all three trade groups—wholesale, retail and service. Certain elaborative 
data for these groups are given in Subsection 1 following. 

The next census of merchandising and service establishments will be for 1966 and sub
sequent censuses will be quinquennial rather than decennial. Less detail will be collected 
in these censuses than previously and there will be more emphasis on sample surveys dur ng 
the intercensal period for the collection of detail such as commodity content of sales of 
retailers, gross margin data and the analysis of sales by type of buyer. Each census forms 
a new base for the intercensal monthly, quarterly and annual surveys, which are sample 
surveys for some businesses and full coverage for others. Current information available 
on the distributive trades, given in Subsections 2 and 3, continues to project the 1951 base 
and estimates for years prior to 1951 have been revised in accordance with that base. Data 
related to the 1961 base will be available early in 1966. 

Subsection 1.—1961 Census of Merchandis ing a n d Service Es tab l i shment s 

Wholesale Trade.—Results of the 1961 census of wholesale trade are summarized in 
Tables 1 and 2. The former gives the number of business locations, sales, inventory, 
employment and payroll of wholesale trade establishments, by province; the latter gives 
the same information for wholesale trade locations classified according to major type of 
operation and kind-of-business group. 

• Vol. VI (Pt. 1) Census of Merchandising: Retail Trade (Series 6.1). Vol. VI (Pt. 2) Census of Merchandising: 
Wholesale Trade; Services (Series 6.2). 

1.—Summary Statistics of Wholesale Trade, by Province, Census 1961 
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